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“Know, oh prince, that between the years when the 
oceans drank Atlantis and the gleaming cities, and 
the years of the rise of the Sons of Aryas, there was 
an age undreamed of, when shining kingdoms lay 
spread across the world like blue mantles beneath 
the stars...Hither came Conan, the Cimmerian, 
black-haired, sullen-eyed, sword in hand, a thief, 

a reaver, a slayer, with gigantic melancholies and 
gigantic mirth, to tread the jeweled thrones of the 
Earth under his sandaled feet." 


--The Nemedian Chronicles 
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After fifteen winters, С Barbarian headed 
Cimmeria, fighting t ancient time 
ыг travels, һе 4 thrive: 


.CONAN'S LAST STAND АТ 
THE EDGE OF THE WORLD 


PART FIVE: *THE BALLAD OF 
THOTH-AMON OF THE RING" 


King Conan of Aquilonia set sail to the farthest reaches of the Western Sea and 
was shipwrecked on a deadly uncharted island. There, Conan was surprised to 
encounter his old enemy, the sorcerer Thoth-Amon. The two fought, Thoth-Amon 
gleefully drawing Conan's blood, for by anointing his serpent ring with the blood 
of a king, the wizard hoped to complete the spell that would at last grant him the 
power he has long sought. But the spell did not work, for Conan is no longer a king. 


this fateful excursion, King Conan bequeathed the throne of Aquilonia 
to his son Conn, at 2. опап | П. Now Conan 1 гале Thoth-Amon strike 
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1115 YEARS AGO THAN SHOULD 
бє NATURAL FOR ANY MAN TO HAVE 
LIVED, YOUNG THOTH-AMON was 
SENT TO THE SEMINARY... 


WHERE не WAS BORN. 


HE QUICKLY PROVED 
HIMSELF THE WORST 
STUDENT тие PRIESTS: 
OF SET HAD EVER SEEN. 


HE REFUSED TO 
TAKE INSTRUCTION 
FROM ANYONE. SWORE 
THEY WOULD ALL SOMEDAY 
GROVEL AT HIS FEET. 


AND NO MATTER HOW THE 
PRIESTS PUNISHED HIM, 
HIS ARROGANCE AND 
DEFIANCE ONLY GREW. 


60 INSTEAD, THEY 
BEGAN PUNISHING 


EVERYONE ELSE ron 3 
THOTH-AMON’S FAILURES. 


WHICH QUICKLY 
SPURRED 
THE OTHER 
ACOLYTES TO 


TAKE ACTION 
THEMSELVES. 


HE PRAYED TO THE 
GOD OF SERPENTS 
WITH ALL HIS 
HEART AND SOUL. 


2 


N 


HE SANG THE 
DIRGES THE LOUDEST. 
BREWED THE POISONS 

THE FASTEST. CAST 
SPELLS WITH THE MOST 
RUTHLESS PRECISION. 


SOON CAME 
THE NIGHT OF THE 
FINAL TRIAL. 


THE ACOLYTES WERE 
TOLD TO BRING A 
SACRIFICE TO SET. 


THEIR COMMITMENT 
TO THE FATHER OF 
FANGS. 


ONE BOY SEVERED 
HIS OWN MANHOOD 
AND CAST IT UPON 
THE ALTAR. ANOTHER 
BROUGHT THE BEATING 
HEART OF A LOVER. 


A SMALL PILE GREW 
OF JEWELS, SACRED 
MEDALLIONS, AND 
SEVERED LIMBS. 


THOTH-AMON 
BROUGHT 
NOTHING. 


EXCEPTA 
BUCKET OF 
LAVA тар. 


WHILE EVERYONE WAS 
GATHERED INSIDE THE 
TEMPLE, THOTH-AMON 
BOUND THE DOORS, 
DOUSED THE STONES 
WITH THE ТАР... 


-AND PRESENTED 
HIS OFFERING 
ТО SET- 


"амр IN тие ABSENCE OF р 
ISTRUCTOI THOTH-AMON 
ORDAINED HIMSELF за 
A PRIEST OF SET. 


| О PRAYER FOR 
М INGEANCE. | 


вит FOR THAT, 


ин! 
THY WILL ве 
DONE, MY 


EVERY CORNER 
OF EXISTENCE... 


ошо 
SHUDDER вт 
THÉ MENTION 
ОР HIS NAME. 


ман, меуев 
HEARD оғ } 
HIM. < 


УОШО оо 
WELL TO REMEMBER 
THE NAME OF THE MAN 
WHO'LL SOON 6Е 
MASTER oven 
YOU ALL. 


Me. 


ану рау 
NOW. I сан 
FEEL IT. 


THINK THAT'S 

THE BARACHAN 

RUM vou FEEL, 
MATE. 


THERE 
WAS A TIME... IDID 


GREAT MEN SUCH DARK AND 
LIVED IN FEAR DEPLORAGLE 
OF INVOKING MAGIC WITH THE 
MY IRE. SERPENT RING 
ОР SET. 


DARK AND 
DEPLORABLE...AND 
WONDERFUL. 


50 YOU SAYS YOUR SNAKE GOD. 
TOLD YOU TO FIND SOME MAGIC 
RING WHEN YOU WAS б BOY? AND 

EVENTUALLY YOU DID, дує? 


50 WHY COME 
WE AIN'T ALL 
KNEELING AT 
YOUR STYGIAN 
FEET, YOUR 
HIGHNESS? 


UNTIL THE 
ре. має, 
STOLEN FROM 
ME. BY... 


BY A SHEMITISH 
PICKPOCKET. 


IT WASN'T 
JUST THE THIEF. 
EVEN BEFORE HIM, THERE 
WERE ALWAYS THOSE 
WHO STOOD IN MY 
WAY. JEALOUS OF 
MY ASCENT. 


KING 
CONAN? 
Now HIM 6 
HEARD OF. 


WELL, HERE'S TO THE BLESSED 
SON OF SHEM WHO SAVED US FROM 
HAVING TO BOW BEFORE A 
SNAKE-KISSER! 


FROM THE 
OTHER ACOLYTES IN 
SEMINARY AND THE BITTER OLD 
WIZARDS OF STYGIR...TO THAT 
BARBARIAN BASTARD WHO 
SITS THE THRONE OF 
AQUILONIA. 


eur HOW 
hod DID EVEN THE 
а MOUNTAIN MIGHTY KING CONAN 
BEAR! DARE OPPOSE 
AND THE GREAT AND 
QUICK ава FEARSOME THOTH- 
BLACK RIVER AMOON? 
PANTHER! 


-SUT I'D WAGER му 
на. 15 THAT SORRY SKIN THAT OL' CONAN'S 
507 NOW, MAYBE NEVER EVEN HEARD OF 
I'M JUST SOME HALF- THOTH-AMOK. 
SLOBBERED HARPOONER 
WHO DON'T KNOW HIS ono TEAT ч 
YOU ONLY HATE 
Ot SEND EROR THE KING 50 MUCH 
а BUCKET OF 1 
eLueeen. ‘CAUSE HE WENT AND 
= DID WHAT YOU 
NEVER COULD. 


CONAN'S 
CRIMES AGAINST 
МЕ 06-06 
TOO MANY TO 
MENTION. 


CONAN WENT 
FROM NOTHING TO 
GREATNESS. 
WITH NO GOD TO 
THANK FOR IT. 


WHILE 
YOU--WELL, 
YOU LOST YOUR 
FANCY RING, AND ву 
THE LOOKS OF YOU, 
MANAGED TO GO 
FROM NOTHING... 
ТО A BIT MORE 
NOTHING. 


BHLRRUUUUGHH!!! 


на! 
т'р бау 
MY HARPOON 
FOUND THE 
MARK. 


you FOOLS 
MISUNDERSTAND. 
THE RING MAY HAVE 
ONCE BEEN LOST. 
вит, SET 66 
PRAISED... 


IT 
нас BEEN 
FOUND. 


2 7 Wn E тноти-амон нар 
OF THE 
©0057! 


вино YOUR 
7 eyes 10 THE 
MOONLIGHT AND 
OPEN THEM 
ON DARKER 
GULFS. 


HE KNEW THAT IT 


боон, SOON THE WORLD 
Бин)» ЮМ де 
LAST 6€ FULFILLED. Е coma MORE DRINK. 


с 
HEAR уои 
WHISPERING, 
YOU КМО} 


EVEN IF YOUR 
SNAKE GOD DOESN'T. 
YOUR RING | 
POWERLESS: 


CERTAINLY 
WASN'T FOR 
LACK OF YOU 
SPILLING 
IT. 


GOING 
TO WORK 
TOGETHER 
TO ESCAPE 
THIS HELLHOLE, 
AS We SWORE 
WE WOULD, THEN 
I NEED YOU TO 
DO SOMETHING 
YOU'VE LIKELY 
NEVER DONE 
BEFORE, 


LET'S GET 
STARTED. 


AND WHAT WORK 
DID YOU HAVE IN MIND, 
CIMMERIANZ 


WE GATHER WHAT 
WEAPONS МЕ CAN. THEN 
MAKE OUR STAND AGAINST 
THE PRINCESS AND HER 
ARMY OF THE DEAD. DEAD 
WHO CANNOT STAND THE 
SIGHT OF GOLD, 2 
SHE SAID. 


THAT'S young N 
PLAN? MORE HACKING 
THROUGH DEAD MEN 

WITH SWORDS? 


THIS NOT. Tiere wy 
YOU'D LEAD US OWN BLOOD ав 
RIGHT INTO MARKERS, 


PRIMA'S 8 
lir , 50 I COULD 


HOW IN THE 
NAME OF THE 
SERPENT HAVE YOU 
LIVED THIS 
Lone? 


FOLLOW 
ме. т HAVE 
а PLAN THAT 
MIGHT ACTUALLY 
SAVE us. 


WHEN I Last 


ISLAND'S HEART. 
THE DARK 
ROOT OF ITS 
CURSE. 


IFI CAN 
REACH IT, 
THERE'S A 
CHANCE т 
CAN USE THE 
RING TO SIPHON 
ITS POWER. 
TO TURN THE 
WITCH'S OWN 


THERE WAS AN 
OPENING Were 
BEFORE. 
THE ISLAND... 
MUST HAVE 
CHANGED 
ITSELF. 


THE ISLAND 16. 
FRIGHTENED 
OF ME! eur THE 


ше RING CAN FEEL 
КС rue Dark power: 
THE RING WILL 
GUIDE ив! 


YOU'LL 
ee LOST 
FOREVER IN THESE 


a a 
f eLack coast 


PIRATE SHIP. WITH 
с О өтім. 
INTACT. 


BLASTED 
STORM CAME OUT 


OF NOWHERE! 


WINDS ARE 
DRIVING US TOWARD 
THAT ISLAND! сит THE 
SAILS OR WE'LL 66 TORN 
TO PIECES ON THE 
ROCKS! 


N 
INC 
52 
BOTHER. 
г 


Ж 
AND YET, THE 
GREAT UNTAPPED FOR THe RING E 
S тисті Que ина. РУ" ому THe 
GRANDEUR THAT |М OFFERING. WIZARDRY OF 


THOTH-AMON 
сам SAVE 
You NOW! 4 


PROMISED TO 
SUBDUE THE WORLD, 
REMAINED BEYOND 
THOTH-AMON'S: 


KEEP YOU SAFE, 
DOGS! 


THE SERPENT 
RING THIRSTED 
FOR BLOOD. 


І SAID IF 
YOU PIRATES DID AS 


YOULL 
CERTAINLY 
BE BETTER OFF 
THAN ме, BY THE 
LOOKS OF THIS 
WRETCHED 


ONLY THE 
FRESHLY SPILLED 
BLOOD OF ONE 
WHO SAT а MORTAL 
THRONE COULD 
COMPLETE THE 
‘EMPOWERING 
OF THE RING. 


THOTH-AMON р 
KNEW RIGHT 
AWAY WHICH 


RUMORS SAID KING CONAN 
нар соме EXPLORING 
ACROSS THE WESTERN SEA- 
60 THOTH-AMON GAVE CHASE. 


вит AS USUAL 


PERHAPS 5 

BUT WE'LL ” FORTHE 
NEVER KNOW, OLD SNAKE 
WILL WE? „ ISN'T DONE 
WITH ME 


THE PIRATES. 
WHY 
HAVE you 
FORSAKEN 
ме, FATHER? 
WHY?! 


DID I NOT GIVE 
MY LIFE UNTO YOU?! 
A НЕЕ LIVED WITHOUT. 
COMFORT, WITHOUT 
MORTAL PLEASURE 
сант EVEN ОР ANY SORT! 
USE TO KILL 
MYSELF. 


ALIFE ALONE ON 
OF DEVOTION. | CURSED SHORES. 
TO THE WILL ОР | WITH THE MOST 
THY FANGS. AND POWERFUL RING IN 
WHERE наб CREATION. 
THAT LEFT 
Me? 


MY LIFE 16 сме ME ۵ A SIGN 
STILL WORTH SIGN..ucne OF WHERE 
AND МОМ... , ГМ MEANT то 


SOMETHING 
IN YOUR 


со NEXT. 


COUGH- THANK 
you, 


FATHER ( 
тнамк YOU 

FOR SHOWING 

Me тие МОУ. 


I WILL 
SLITHER FOR YOU 
‘ONG LAST TIME, 
LORD SET. 
I WILL 
SLITHER UPON THE 
SEAFLOOR. 


ийри! 
RUM! THANKS 
AT Least 
FOR THAT, 
CROM! 


on 5 
THIS THE SIGN 
FOR WHICH I 

PRAYED? 


252713 
NOT FAIL 
YOU AGAIN.” 


ITLL 66 A 
WARM мент, 
wizal 


ANIGHT OF 
RECKONING, 
FOR THE LIVING 
AND THE DEAD 


тие BNCIENT, 
266-٥ 


MAGIC OF 
THÉ ISLAND. 


ALL OF IT WOULD 
ве THOTH-AMON'S: 
FOR THE TAKING. y SHALL Have, 
BARBARIAN! 


ALL HIS SUFFERING. 
ALL ше TOIL. IT HAD ALL 
BEEN FOR THIS. 

т 


THIS FINAL 


тие EDGE оғ | 


THE WORLD. 


иди THIS 16 
ФЕТТЕР THAN 
DYING ома Ё 
\ THRONE! Å 


ОВО Я», 


P. 


НЕ HYBORIAN 6 


The heat is ON, friends. ..and apparently, 
so are your letter-writing skills! 
Let’s unroll a few of these scrolls... 


Dear purveyors of Sword & Sorcery, 
I have just finished reading KING CONAN 
#2, and | wanted to say that this title is 
amazing! From story to direction, to art, 
to coloring, and all areas in between, 
this is a tale that every true Conan 
fan has been clamoring for. For years, 
we have been wondering just what it 
was that Conan did after he was King 
of Aquilonia. And for an equal amount 
of years, we have been waiting for the 
moment when Conan's sword would 
meet the deadly sorcery of Thoth-Amon 
in person, | am on the edge of my seat 
wondering just what this crazy island is 
as well as how this epic confrontation 
between Conan and Amon will end. Thus 
far, this title is filled to bursting with 
the barbaric splendor and adventurous 
majesty that make comics great! 


Savagely yours, 
Bodhi Morningway 


So happy you're enjoying it, Bodhi, 
and can't wait to hear what you think 
о the ending! 


I'm loving this so far! Being almost. 
44 years old and starting a comic 
book collection at this age feels a little 
weird, but better late than never?! 
With each issue, | keep wanting more! 
The storyline is awesome. You get some 
back information based off of lore from 
earlier writings, but also threading 
new stories to keep us engaged. 
Here is to hoping this series continues 
for many years to come! Maybe even 
a new movie to see too? Wink wink! 


Kris. 


Crom yeah, better late than never! 
Nothing weird about it. Thanks for 
starting with us, Kris. And dang, #1 
had any say on movies, we'd be on the 
sequel already! 


So this is me crawling out from under 
а rock... What I've been doing all this 
time is far less amazing than the first. 
two issues of KING CONAN! And if 
you doubt my sincerity, this is also the 
first letter/e-mail I've ever written to 
Marvel (or any comic book publisher) 
to rave about a title. Seriously, every 
panel is poster worthy, the coloring sets 
the perfect mood, and the storytelling. 
leaves me hungry for the next issue! It’s 


obvious that the team of Aaron, Asrar, 
and Wilson are in a zone not many can 
match—I’m just glad I pulled my head 
out of somewhere in time to witness it... 


Thanks, congrats, and keep up the 
great work! 


Matt Uber 


Could have been worse, Matt. You 
could have been trapped on an island 
of undead warriors...with no access 
to a comic shop to pick up KING 
CONAN! And now your first letter 
is your first published letter to boot! 


Hello Team Conan! 


Even though 1 am a big fan and avid 
reader of fantasy for most of my 34 years 
of life (Drizzt Do'Urden being my favorite 
character in all of fantasy), my first Conan 
comic was CONAN THE BARBARIAN #1 
with the same amazing team here. | was 
coming off Jason's run of THOR (my 
favorite Marvel character--just don't tell 
Ben Grimm) and Mahmud looked like an 
incredible artist--which he has proven 
to be--and [they] earned a lifelong fan. 
Since that first issue, | have been finding 
more and more Conan to enjoy and 
have been chomping at the bit for KING 
CONAN to come about. Thank you to 
the whole creative team for returning to 
this world and for an amazing first issue 
back. From the full-page memories to the 
dread-filled island, it is a pitch-perfect 
setup for a story | cannot wait to read! 
Cheers from the frozen realm of Ontario— 
hope to see my first letter printed! 


Tyler Ford 


Cheers right back to you, with this, 
your first letter printed, Tyler! 


Great first issue! | grew up reading Conan 
created by the holy trinity of Roy Thomas, 
John Buscema, and Ernie Chan. The quality 
of writing, art, and inking lived up to their 
standard. | look forward to the next issues. 


Eddie J. De Leon 
Brownsville, TX 


That is good company to be in. 
Appreciate your appreciation, Eddie. 


Ah... KING CONAN, what a smart and well- 
crafted first issue. My first Conan comic 
was a SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN back 
іп the early 7808. Needless to say, Гуе 
been an avid, but discerning, fan over 


the last 40 years, and outside of Busiek 
& Nord’s Dark Horse run, this current 
creative team has crafted a “first issue" 
that didn't just hook me, but genuinely 
impressed me with its clever storytelling 
- written words and visual execution 
-- so I'll definitely stick around for 
their run on the book, The flashbacks 
were judicious, vital, and smart in 7 
placement in the story layout. After all 
these decades, Conan has his first face- 
to-face/blade-to-blade confrontation 
with Thoth-Amon...stellar...and about 
damn time! The twilight years of Conan’s 
adventures do have a certain allure that 
have been touched upon in the past, but 
1 sense this time it'll be different. It'll 
cost Conan in ways he (and we) never 
expected. Which I'm looking forward to! 


Christopher Derrick 
Writer, Star Trek: Picard (Season 2 & 3) 


To paraphrase your noted universe of 
employ, we're very glad to hear we've 
surprised and impressed a fellow 
writer in a Conan story where no 
other Conan story has gone before... 
But for now, we're just going to GO! 
And wherever YOU go, make sure you're 
back at your comic shop next month in 
time for KING CONAN #6! Trust me, you 
will not want to miss the epic condusion, 


CROM CARES NOT, BUT WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS ON OUR CONAN TITLES! CONSIGN YOUR THOUGHTS 
TO AN E-MAIL AND SEND THEM TO CONANGMARVEL.COM. BE SURE TO MARK THEM “OKAY TO PRINT"! 


